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Senate Bill 917 – Health Occupations – Practice of Audiology – Definition 
POSITION: SUPPORT 

 
The Maryland State Medical Society (MedChi), the largest physician organization in Maryland, 

supports Senate Bill 917. 
 
This legislation is rooted in a bill passed two years ago (Senate Bill 795/2024) expanding the scope 

of practice for audiologists and seeks simply to clarify two provisions of that bill. As background, 
Governor Moore did not sign Senate Bill 795 and instead allowed it to become law, citing in his bill letter 
“provisions of the bill that are quite broad and blur the difference between audiologists and 
otolaryngologists.” See Letter attached hereto. The Governor’s letter specifically expresses concern about 
the bill language allowing audiologists to conduct “health screenings” but not limiting those to conditions 
of the human ear.  

 
A subsequent Attorney General’s letter states that the likely interpretation of the current statute 

would be that “health screenings” are, in fact, limited to the evaluation and treatment of conditions of the 
human ear. See Attorney General Letter attached hereto. While this letter is helpful, it is not binding on a 
court or administrative agency applying the law. Accordingly, Senate Bill 917 is intended to both address 
the concern expressed by Governor Moore and codifies the interpretation of the Attorney General. It does 
not diminish the scope expansion enacted intended by the General Assembly in 2024; it merely clarifies 
it. 

 
For these reasons, MedChi strongly supports Senate Bill 917. 
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