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House Judiciary Committee 
February 18, 2026 

House Bill 526 – Civil Actions – Settlement Agreements – Payment and Release 
POSITION: OPPOSE 

 
The Maryland State Medical Society (MedChi), the largest physician organization in 

Maryland, opposes House Bill 526. 
 
This legislation would establish certain timelines upon defendants when settlement 

agreements are reached in civil cases. These include deadlines for providing a proposed release to 
a plaintiff, dates for payment, and provisions related to liens held by third parties. 

 
The deadlines and other provisions contained in House Bill 526 are overly prescriptive. 

Furthermore, settlement terms are reached by the parties to litigation and put in the form of an 
agreement, which is treated as a contract between the settling parties. The Legislature should not 
insert itself into what is fundamentally a contractual negotiation between the parties to the 
litigation. 

 
For these reasons, MedChi urges the Committee to oppose House Bill 526. 
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