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ASGE HOSTS SUMMIT TO INCREASE CRC SCREENING, FOLLOW-UP 

COLONOSCOPY RATES FOR UNDERSERVED 
 

BALTIMORE, September 26, 2025 — The American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 

(ASGE) hosted its second National Colorectal Cancer (CRC) Screening Summit on 

September 4 at the ASGE Institute for Training and Technology in Downers Grove, IL. 

Ashton DeLong, MedChi General Counsel, and Colleen George, Director of Center for the 

Private Practice of Medicine and of CRISP Outreach, gave updates on the ASGE CRC 

Screening Project in Maryland, which is designed to increase CRC screening and follow-up 

colonoscopy rates for uninsured patients.  

 

“Increasing CRC screening and follow-up colonoscopy rates for underserved patients 

continues to be one of ASGE’s strategic objectives,” says ASGE CRC Screening Project 

Advisory Council Chair Jennifer Christie, MD, MASGE. “I believe we took another 

important step to achieve this goal given the suggestions and feedback we received during the 

summit from some of the nation’s leading gastroenterologists, allied health care professionals 

and advocacy groups.”  

 

Dr. Christie points out that the follow-up colonoscopy rate for uninsured patients who have 

an abnormal stool-based CRC test result is under 50%. 

 

“In addition to presentations on the outcomes of ASGE’s CRC screening projects in Georgia 

and Maryland, the summit featured excellent talks and panel discussions on quality metrics, 

technology, open access colonoscopy programs and blood-based CRC screening tests,” says 

Pegah Hosseini-Carroll, MD, FASGE, the chair of ASGE CRC Screening Project Advisory 

Council Summit Work Group.  

 

She adds that the event also featured a session on ASGE’s CRC Screening Playbook, which 

is going to be a free, web-based resource that health systems, federally qualified health 

centers, advocacy organizations and policymakers will be able to use to increase CRC 

screening and follow-up colonoscopy rates across the US once it goes live in 2026. 

“Colorectal cancer is the leading cause of cancer death in men under 50 and the second 

leading cause of cancer death in women who are under 50, and there’s clear evidence that it 

is a disease that’s affecting people at an increasingly young age,” says Dr. Christie. 

She also stresses that it is crucial for people who have an abnormal CRC test result to get a 

follow-up colonoscopy in less than 10 months given the higher risk of CRC and advanced 

stage disease. 

 

“The silver lining,” explains Dr. Christie, “is that CRC has a 90 percent survival rate when 

it’s detected early enough – which is why ASGE is appealing to every average-risk patient 

who is 45 or older to get screened for CRC.” 



The ASGE CRC Screening Project is being funded with an unrestricted grant from Exact 

Sciences and additional support from Ironwood Pharmaceuticals and Sebela 

Pharmaceuticals’ Braintree Laboratories affiliate. 

 

ASGE’s first National CRC Screening Summit took place in 2023. 
 

About MedChi  

MedChi, The Maryland State Medical Society, is a non-profit membership association of 

Maryland physicians.  It is the largest physician organization in Maryland.  The mission of 

MedChi is to serve as Maryland's foremost advocate and resource for physicians, their 

patients and the public health of Maryland.  For more information, please visit 

www.medchi.org. 
 

About the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 

Since its founding in 1941, the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) has 

been dedicated to advancing patient care and digestive health by promoting excellence and 

innovation in gastrointestinal endoscopy. ASGE, with almost 17,000 members worldwide, 

promotes the highest standards for endoscopic training and practice, fosters endoscopic 

research, recognizes distinguished contributions to endoscopy, and is the foremost resource 

for endoscopic education. Visit Asge.org and ValueOfColonoscopy.org for more information 

and to find a qualified doctor in your area. 
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