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Presentation Objectives

• Review and understand how the lawmaking 
process works in Annapolis.

• Strategies to help you become a more effective 
grassroots advocate for medicine.

• Become familiar with legislation MedChi 
anticipates will be introduced this session, and 
with MedChi’s 2023 Legislative Agenda.
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Part I: 
How to Be a More Effective 

Advocate for Medicine
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Legislative Session Overview

• The General Assembly convenes Jan. 11, 2023, 
and adjourns April 10, 2023 (90 days).

• There are 141 Delegates and 47 Senators that
represent 47 districts. One Senator and 3
Delegates per district.

• Each legislator gets assigned to one Standing 
Committee.

• Every timely filed bill receives a hearing in the 
Standing Committee with subject matter 
jurisdiction (2,500 +/- per Session).

• Most bills of importance to MedChi get 
assigned to one of the following Committees:

• House--Health & Government Operations, 
Appropriations, and Judiciary

• Senate--Finance, Budget & Taxation, and 
Judicial Proceedings

• Committees are where the work is done!!!
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Session Calendar - 2023
• January 11 GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENES (noon, Wednesday) 

• Swearing in of Members

• January 18 INAUGURATION OF GOVERNOR & LT. GOVERNOR

• January 20 SENATE AND HOUSE BILL REQUEST GUARANTEE DATE 

• February 6 HOUSE BILL INTRODUCTION DATE 

• House bills introduced after this date referred to the House Rules and 
Executive Nominations Committee 

• February 10 – SENATE BILL INTRODUCTION DATE 

• Senate bills introduced after this date referred to the Senate Rules Committee 

• March 20 – CROSSOVER DATE 

• Each Chamber to send to other Chamber those bills it intends to pass 
favorably 

• Opposite Chamber bills received after this date subject to referral to Rules 
Committees

• April 10 90th Day – ADJOURNMENT “SINE DIE” (Monday) 

5



How a Bill Becomes a Law
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How to Read a Bill
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How to Read a Bill
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How to Read a Bill
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HINT:  This is not a good start!!!

Effective Strategies for Communicating 
with Your Legislators



The Do’s of Effective Communications 

• Try to establish an ongoing relationship with your
Delegates and Senators, which will give you more
influence as a constituent.

• Get involved early in the legislative process by
communicating while legislation is being considered by
committees, as well as when it is on the House and Senate
floor.

• Find out the committees and subcommittees on which
your Delegates and Senators serve.

• Members of the Legislature have much more influence over
legislation within their committees’ and subcommittees’
jurisdiction.
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The Do’s of Effective Communications

• Identify clearly the subject or subjects in which you are 
interested, not just House and Senate bill numbers.

• State why you are concerned about an issue or issues.  Sharing 
your own personal experience, particularly as a member of the 
medical community, is excellent supporting evidence. Explain 
how you think an issue will affect patients, the medical 
profession, your community or family.

• Restrict yourself to one, or at most, two topics.

• Put your thoughts in your own words. If a member of the 
Legislature received numerous letters with nearly identical 
wording, he or she may discount them as part of an organized 
pressure campaign.
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The Do Nots of Effective 
Communication

• Don’t ever threaten or portend that you or your
organization wields vast influence. Do not:

• Say “I’ll never vote for you unless you do what I want!”

• Link campaign contributions to your issue.

• Threats usually backfire.

• Instead, present the best arguments in favor of your position
and ask for their consideration in a respectful manner. Speak
as a constituent, not a self-appointed spokesperson for the
medical community.

• Consider your audience and be careful with 
comparisons. 
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MedChi’s Policymaking Process
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Who Decides What Issues Are Important to MedChi and 
Need to Be Addressed Through Legislation or
Regulation?

MedChi’s House of Delegates (Physicians)
• Component societies, members, etc. submit resolutions 

for consideration at the HOD Meeting in the Fall
• The HOD meets and votes on Resolutions Calling For 

Legislative Action
• MedChi Board of Trustees approves annual legislative 

agenda

MedChi’s Legislative Council (Physicians)
• Council reviews every bill that affects physicians, health 

care, etc.



What Can You Do to Be a More 
Effective Advocate?

• Get to know your Delegates and Senators and communicate before, during 
and after the session. Learn their committee assignment.

• Serve on the MedChi Legislative Council

• Become a Key Contact for your component society

• Participate in your Component Lobby Day

• Consider participating as an Advocacy Intern with MCMS/MedChi

• Contribute to MMPAC

• Contact your Delegates and Senators on important legislation

• Legislative Alerts

• Use MedChi’s online Legislative Action Center to get in touch with your 
legislators and sign up for action alerts!

• Thank your legislators for their support of MedChi’s legislative agenda

• Attend a campaign event

15“All politics is local.”     Tip O’Neill
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Where to go if you have questions: 
• Contact Chip O’Neill/Med Chi Advocacy Coordinator at 

410-878-9599 for questions about:

• Status of a bill

• Legislative Committee Actions

• Legislator votes on a bill in Committee or on the floor

• If you have particular interest in or expertise on a bill, let Chip 
or one of our Legislative Co-Chairs know.

• If you want to know MedChi’s position on a bill:  
www.medchi.org/Law-and-Advocacy/Testimony-Positions-
Archives

• MedChi Lobbyists contact information:

• Schwartz, Metz, Wise & Kauffman: 410-244-7000

• www.smwpa.com

http://www.medchi.org/Law-and-Advocacy/Testimony-Positions-Archives
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MedChi Legislative 
Priority Areas

• Ensuring Timely Delivery of Health Care 
Services and Payment

• Protecting Access to Physician Services and    
the Practice of Medicine

• Addressing Behavioral Health Treatment and 
Recovery Needs

• Strengthening Public Health Initiatives



2023 Major Issues
• Medicaid Parity—Med Chi continues to advocate for reimbursement of

Medicaid E&M codes at the same rate as Medicare. This is fundamental to
ensuring access to care.

• Utilization Review (Step Therapy and Prior Authorization)– Med
Chi will introduce legislation to eliminate the burden and delays caused by
erroneous utilization review policies. Fixes include:

• standardizing electronic systems across all carriers;

• requiring a study to determine the feasibility of implementing a program (e.g.,
gold card) that selectivity implements prior authorization requirements based on
physician performance;

• requiring carriers to use evidence-based medicine and/or guidelines from national
medical specialty societies;

• increasing transparency and communication between physicians and the
utilization review entity; and

• streamlining prior authorization requirements by exempting prior authorization
for certain drugs or procedures.
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2023 Major Issues
• Any Willing Provider--MedChi will introduce legislation to

prohibit insurance carriers, including managed care organizations,
from limiting membership within their networks if the physician
agrees to provide health care services in a manner that meets the terms
and conditions established by the carrier or managed care
organization and agrees to the terms of reimbursement established by
the carrier or the managed care organization.

• Scope of Practice--Non-physicians regularly turn to the General
Assembly to expand their “scope of practice.” In the last few years,
for example, podiatrists have sought to become “podiatric
physicians,” naturopaths have sought to prescribe prescription drugs,
and pharmacists continually seek to provide medical care and
counseling and to prescribe more and more medications. In 2023, we
also expect physician assistants to propose changes to their statute.
Often, non-physician groups are using the argument that their
enhanced scope of practice is necessary to provide increased “access”
to patients.
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Why Get Involved?

“Get into politics or you may find yourself 
out of business.”

“If you aren’t at the table, you are on the 
menu.”

"Alone We Can Do So Little. Together We 
Can Do So Much“

Physician+Component+MedChi – Together we 
are stronger!

23


	Slide 1:  How to Be a More Effective Advocate Grassroots Skills Workshop MedChi’s Legislative Agenda & Priorities
	Slide 2: Presentation Objectives
	Slide 3: Part I:  How to Be a More Effective Advocate for Medicine
	Slide 4: Legislative Session Overview
	Slide 5: Session Calendar - 2023
	Slide 6: How a Bill Becomes a Law
	Slide 7: How to Read a Bill
	Slide 8: How to Read a Bill
	Slide 9: How to Read a Bill
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: The Do’s of Effective Communications 
	Slide 12: The Do’s of Effective Communications
	Slide 13: The Do Nots of Effective Communication
	Slide 14: MedChi’s Policymaking Process
	Slide 15: What Can You Do to Be a More Effective Advocate?
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: MedChi Legislative Priority Areas
	Slide 21: 2023 Major Issues
	Slide 22: 2023 Major Issues
	Slide 23: Why Get Involved?

