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follow up on any young child with a level as low as 5 micrograms per deciliter.  CDC is no 
longer using the 10 micrograms per deciliter level or referring to a “level of concern.”  The new 
reference level of 5 micrograms per deciliter represents the blood lead levels of children (ages 
one through five) in the highest 2.5 percentiles for blood lead levels.  
  

Passage of Senate Bill 801 will bring Maryland into conformity with CDC recommendations 
and enhance the State’s commitment to aggressively identify and address elevated blood levels 
in children.  Adoption of the lower standard will significantly improve the ability to prevent the 
serious health consequences associated with lead poisoning.  MedChi and MDAAP urge a 
favorable report.   
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